I
1.  Изучите материал учебного пособия GUIDE TO ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE со страницы 4 по страницу 44.
2.  Напишите эссе “What can you say about Hamlet, the main character of “Hamlet, Prince of Denmark”.  Оценка выполнения практических заданий будет производится в соответствии с критериями.
II
1. Изучите материал учебного пособия GUIDE TO ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE со страницы 44 по страницу 99.
2. Напишите эссе “Write about the fate of Oliver Twist”. Оценка выполнения практических заданий будет производится в соответствии с критериями.
III
1. Изучите материал учебного пособия GUIDE TO ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE со страницы 132 по страницу 182.
2. Прочитайте произведение Сомерсета Моэма “The Creative Impulse”  “Do you like the story? Why?”и напишите эссе. Оценка выполнения практических заданий будет производится в соответствии с критериями.
IV
1. Изучите материал учебного пособия GUIDE TO ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE со страницы 132 по страницу 182.
2. Прочитайте произведение Марк Твена “Is He Living or is He Dead?” (стр. 164-168) и напишите эссе “Do you like the story? Why?”. Оценка выполнения практических заданий будет производится в соответствии с критериями.
V
1. Изучите материал учебного пособия GUIDE TO ENGLISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE со страницы 182 по страницу 221.
2. Прочитайте произведение Эрнеста Хемингуэя “In Another Country” (стр. 195-198) и напишите эссе “Was the major brave? Why do you think so?”. Оценка выполнения практических заданий будет производится в соответствии с критериями.












“What can you say about Hamlet, the main character of “Hamlet, Prince of Denmark”? 
The tragedy of William Shakespeare “Hamlet” has a special place in world literature, and the character of Hamlet is an integral part of the classics. Prince Hamlet is a character who demonstrates the high problems of the work, so Shakespeare focused on the main character of the tragedy. 
The main themes of Shakespeare's tragedy “Hamlet” are revenge, betrayal, and life and death. All these themes pass through the main character – Prince Hamlet. Hamlet constantly discusses the topic of good and evil. He is sure that evil can only be defeated by evil: “I must be cruel only to be kind; thus bad begins, and worse remains behind”. Hamlet is a very dynamic character; Shakespeare endowed him with both negative and positive qualities. However, the author still focuses on the negative traits, namely on revenge and incredulity. Hamlet wanted to avenge the death of his father, this was his main goal. Hamlet saw the world only in black, considered surrounding people traitors, hated them. The second theme is revealed here – the theme of betrayal, which Shakespeare also reveals through the character of Hamlet: “That one may smile and smile and be a villain”. The main character was sure that there is no creature worse than man. It is from the theme of betrayal that the theme of good and evil follows, over which Prince Hamlet reasoned throughout the tragedy: “There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of in our philosophy”.  It is the struggle between good and evil that pushes Hamlet to the eternal question: “To be or not to be – this is a question…”. 
I think that the character of Hamlet is very versatile and of interest for analysis, Shakespeare with the help of Hamlet tried to answer the eternal questions that everyone is trying to answer. I think that to some extent, Hamlet is the prototype of any person who reflects on good and evil, suffers from thirst for revenge and feels betrayed. In conclusion, I can say that this character evokes a lot of emotions in me, both positive and negative, which means that Hamlet is written by Shakespeare very realistically and truthfully. 
The fate of Oliver Twist 
Charles Dickens novel “Oliver Twist” tells the story of the English people who are forced to survive through lies and theft. Oliver was born in a workhouse, was poor, and in the mid-19th century in England, poor people were doomed. Was Oliver's fate really difficult? 
I am sure that this question can be answered with a confident “yes”. However, Oliver Twist was inconsistent, obstinate. That is what saved the boy in such difficult conditions. Oliver went through the cruelty of people, through the criminal world; he was even urged to steal. However, the boy, although growing up in a difficult vicious world, didn’t commit heinous acts: “And what an example of the power of dress young Oliver Twist was!”.  Dickens conveys to his reader the idea that the main task of man is to remain humane, kind, in all circumstances, not to succumb to the temptations of dirty deeds and bad people. That is how Oliver Twist behaved, despite the fact that the boy had a difficult fate. Due to the fact that Oliver himself was good, mostly kind people appeared on his life path. After wandering, beating, and disgusting, fate acquaints the boy with Mr. Brownlow, who treats Oliver well and loves him. Dickens emphasizes how important is to keep good in your heart when there is one complete evil around. Especially important is the fact that such a difficult path goes a child, a child who hasn’t seen good in his life, nevertheless, he knows how to be kind: “Don’t turn me out of doors to wander in the streets again. Let me stay here, and be a servant. Don’t send me back to the wretched place I came from. Have mercy upon a poor boy, sir!”. Oliver strove for a better life, did not want to wander and steal - it is these desires that make him a truly kind person. 
Oliver Twist’s fate is really not easy, it constantly pushed the boy to do bad things, but the good in his heart won. The author reveals the theme of good and evil, emphasizing that if a person doesn’t want to be evil, he will not be evil. I really like Oliver Twist and his desire to confront difficulties. I think this novel is suitable for reading for adults as well, since not every adult person will withstand the attacks of fate that Oliver has endured. 
“The Creative Impulse” by William Somerset Maugham. Why do I like the story?
The story “The creative impulse” tells the reader about the writer             Mrs. Forrester, who is trying to find a formula for writing the perfect book. A turning point in Mrs. Forrester’s life happens when her husband leaves her for her cook. Mrs. Forrester understands that this news will stir the whole of London and her friends make her go to her husband and ask him to return. It is this event that gives a new impetus to her life. 
I liked this story, because the author refers to Mrs. Forrester with a certain sense of humor, criticism. It can be assumed that he put his character traits into this image. It seemed to me that Mrs. Forrester was self-confident and even a little conceited: “I have done everything for him. What would he be without me? I ask you. I have given him a position which never in his remotest dreams could he have aspired to”. The story is interesting in that it reveals the main character from different angles, her character and behavior. Finally, during a conversation between the cook, Mr. and Mrs. Forrester, the cook advises Mrs. Forrester to write a detective novel with which she can earn a lot of money and won’t depend on her husband. Thanks to this situation, Mrs. Forrester begins to look differently at her creativity. It is the break with her husband that causes the main character “the creative impulse”, the sense of anticipation of new fame and money. I think that Mrs. Forrester is an interesting multifaceted character, in which the author has invested part of his character and attitude towards literature, as well as style. 
The story “The creative impulse” shows that a person can be revealed from different angles, and situations that initially seem terrible and irreparable, suddenly provide new opportunities and ideas. I believe that because of this reason           Mrs. Forrester could be called a versatile writer.  




“Is He Living or is He Dead?” by Mark Twain. Why do I like this story?
The story “Is He Living or is He Dead?” tells about four poor artists who figured out how to make money. Nobody needed their work, but one of them came up with a plan. This story really interested me. 
The idea that the work of the creator is valued only after death is not new. That is why poor artists decide on such a step – to play the death of one of them, selling his work for a lot of money. Their plan is working: “Yes, I got eight hundred francs for that little thing. I wish I could get it back for eighty thousand”. The story raises the issue of recognition. The author focuses on the fact that it is difficult for poor but talented people to find recognition in society, but as soon as they report that the paintings are the property of the “famous” artist Francois Millet, the attitude towards the painting changes – everyone wants to get a creation. Artists couldn’t succeed only with the help of their talent; they had to resort to deception in order to earn money. I believe that this theme is relevant today, because society first of all pays attention not to talent, but to the amount of money or an important name. The story demonstrates to the reader the situation that it is enough just to add some famous name, even a made-up one, and the talent will be immediately noticed. Is this fair? Of course, no. It is this idea that Mark Twain brings to his readers: “Boys,” said Carl, “do these pictures lack merit? Answer me that.” – “No!” – Aren't they of very great and high merit? Answer me that.” – “Yes!” – “Of such great and high merit that, if an illustrious name were attached to them they would sell at splendid prices. Isn't it so?” – “Certainly it is. Nobody doubts that.” 
I really liked this story, since I believe that the theme is still relevant in the modern world. The story is full of humor, creativity and resourcefulness of artists who managed to find a way in order to “sell” their talent more expensive. After all, as you know, it’s not enough to have talent. You need to be able to present it! 



“Was the major brave? Why do you think so?” (“In Another Country” by Ernest Hemingway) 
The story “In another country” tells the reader about the military, who received wounds and injuries in the war and now visit the hospital for treatment. The main character got a leg injury, the major got a hand injury. The story is saturated with deep tragedy and sadness. But most of all I was struck by the major and his courage. 
I believe that the major was really a brave man. He went through the war, through physical pain, and at the end of the story, the reader learns that not only his arm was injured, but his soul – the major’s wife suddenly died of pneumonia. His courage was that he was broken by circumstances, war and the death of his wife, however, he continued to live, continue to fight. In the story, Hemingway raises the problem of loss, despair and disappointment – both the main character and the major understand that they are injured and although the doctor assures them that they will be able to play football and play other sports again, they understand that, most likely , this won’t happen, because the war didn’t pass them by. In addition, the author also addresses the problem of struggle – the military are struggling with injuries with circumstances and with their feelings, although they feel bad. Not only a major, but every soldier who went through the war can be called brave. However, it is the image of the major that stands out against the background of other military men, since he suffers not only physical pain, but also mental: “No one expected her to die. The major did not come to the hospital for three days. Then he came at the usual hour, wearing a black band on the sleeve of his uniform”. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story “In another country” impressed me with its tragedy and how brave people can be, how stubbornly they can bear the load falling on their shoulders. I think that this story demonstrates all the tragedy, sorrow and at the same time the power, which is composed of so many texts and poems about the war ... 

